Running head: JUVENILE DELINQUENCY		2

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY		2











Juvenile Delinquency
Student’s Name:
Institution’s Name:



Juvenile Delinquency
Juvenile delinquency is a topic that has been on the headlines as it implies disgrace in modern society. Juvenile delinquency is the crimes committed by adolescents under the age of eighteen, children, or statutory aged (Semenza, 2017). It has been on the rise in the United States and has sparked a lot of debate as to who should be held responsible. The paper will explore how family settings can influence juvenile delinquency in society.
An unstable family structure is one of the factors that is associated with juvenile delinquency. Single parented children are believed to be rebellious thus, they have a higher probability of committing crimes while they are young. (Burfeind & Bartusch, 2015). Child maltreatment also fuels juvenile delinquency; when children are neglected emotionally or physically abused by their parents, they turn to other groups in the society for solace. This, in turn, influences the teenage child to indulge in crimes in search of food, shelter and other basic needs (Burfeind & Bartusch, 2015). Parental behavior is also a core determinant in juvenile delinquency. If the child is exposed to violence in the family setting, then they will turn to be violent in the community. Children subjected to actions that are violent have a high likelihood of acting in frustrations and fears. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	However, to sum it up juvenile delinquency is a societal problem that is influenced by the family settings in the society. Factors influencing delinquency in the family setting among the children are single parenting, childhood maltreatment and parental behaviors in the family setting. However, since crime and delinquency can never be eliminated from society, it can be reduced by taking caution of those factors.
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